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Dr. Wallace Walrod is lead economist and Chief Economic Advisor for both the Orange 
County Business Council and the Southern California Association of Governments, a 
research advisor to OCTANe, an Expert in Residence at UC Irvine’s Institute for Applied 
Innovation, and on the Board of the Social Science Research Center at Cal State 
Fullerton.  His work includes designing innovative research, strategy, and policy 
solutions for private industry, government, and private foundations, including Allergan, 
JPMorgan Chase, Bank of America, Toshiba America Information Systems, County of 
Orange, OCTA, Hitachi Chemical, The Irvine Company, Southern California Edison, 
California Emerging Technology Fund, California Center for Regional Leadership, 
Pacific Life Foundation, the James Irvine Foundation, and many others. 
 
Dr. Walrod graduated with a Ph.D. in Regional Economics from UC Irvine, where he 
studied successful strategic management practices in high-tech firms, including 
advanced electronics and biotechnology, and published three papers co-authored with 
Luis Suarez-Villa in Disasters, Journal of International Biotechnology, and Urban 
Studies.  He is quoted frequently in the Los Angeles Times, Orange County Register, 
Wall Street Journal, The Economist, Entrepreneur, and other publications on economic, 
business, and data matters. 

 
 


